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Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

191.5 m 
93.1 m  
(49 %)  

- 

*April– September 2016 

WFP provides assistance to the most marginalized 

Cambodians living in the most food insecure provinces 

through a five-year Country Programme (CP). The CP 

has been extended till December 2018.The 

programme covers food and cash based safety nets in 

the sectors of education, asset creation and livelihood 

support and nutrition. Food assistance is also provided 
in response to emergencies, when require  d.  

In 2015, WFP reached 466,100 people in Cambodia. 

With a record of reaching up to 840,000 people 

annually since 2011, WFP’s school feeding programme, 

including the school meals and scholarship 

programmes (cash or take-home rice entitlements 

granted as conditional transfers to children with at 

least 80 percent attendance), has supported universal 

access to primary education and promoted increased 

enrolment, retention and graduation. Building on this 

success, WFP is working with the Government to 

establish a national school feeding programme by 

2020-21. WFP’s nutrition programme aims to 

contribute to reducing malnutrition through improved 

young child feeding and public health measures such 

as rice fortification. Considering that Cambodia is one 

of the most disaster-prone countries in the region, 

WFP’s food-for-assets (FFA) programme aims to 

strengthen resilience and climate change adaptation 

amongst the most vulnerable communities.  

 

WFP’s ongoing projects are in line with the Zero 

Hunger Challenge, the United Nations Development 

Assistance Framework (UNDAF), the development 

goals of the Royal Government of Cambodia, the 

attainment of the Cambodia Millennium Development 
Goals 1 through 7, and the newly launched 
Sustainable Development Goal 2.  

   

 

 

 

Highlights 

 WFP Cambodia has been recognised by the 

Innovations and Change Management division for the 

innovative work on information management, 

receiving a ‘High Impact Award’ on 17 December 

2015 at the global management meeting. 

 

 WFP Cambodia introduced fortified rice in the School 

Feeding Programme in March 2016. 

 

 

 

Credit: WFP/Bushra Rahman 
Caption: Children receiving their school meal, which is 
often their main hot meal of the day. 
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In Numbers 

984,900 people in need of food assistance 

 
 50% 50% 

 

Caption: A Cambodian student participating in Zero Hunger 
Art Competition held in March 2016.   
Photo credit: WFP/Bushra Rahman 
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Donors 

USA, Japan, Germany, Australia, Private sector donors  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Operational Updates 

 Following the successful implementation of the 

Home Grown School Feeding (HGSF) pilot in the 

school year 2014/15, WFP renewed its programme 

implementation modality and operational guidelines 

for the expansion of the pilot in the school year 

2015-2016. Since January 2016, WFP has started 

implementing HGSF in 28 schools in Siem Reap and 

Oddar Meanchey provinces, with plans to expand 

HGSF to 24 other schools in Preah Vihear and 

Oddar Meanchey in April. 

 WFP Cambodia has completed two acceptability 

studies with coated fortified rice involving women 

working in a garment factory and primary school 

children. The study reports will be available in 
September 2016. 

 WFP Cambodia has been implementing a Climate 

Change Adaptation pilot project since July 2015. 

The project is funded by the USAID-supported 

regional project Mekong ARCC (Adaptation and 

Resilience to Climate Change) and the WFP 

Regional Bureau of Asia and the Pacific. The pilot 

project has been awarded for USAID’s “Most 

Replicable and Sustainable Community Climate 

Change Adaptation Initiative’’. WFP also received an 

additional funding of USD 150,373 from the 

Regional Bureau and Mekong ARCC to improve 

water infrastructure and to institutionalise the 

community-based climate change adaptation and 

resilience planning approach, as well as to support 

the government strategy for decentralisation 

through ensuring effective participatory processes 

in decision making. The pilot is scheduled to be 

completed by the end of June 2016. 

 WFP has engaged smallholder farmers’ associations 

in Oddar Meanchey and Preah Viehar provinces in 

the provision of rice to schools in these areas. As a 

pilot, WFP is in the process of signing three 

contracts for 57 mt of rice to be delivered to 103 

schools. 

 

Challenges 

 According to an analysis by FAO, the dry 

conditions which affected the country between 

last June and August are expected to reduce rice 

production in 2015-2016 by 2 percent as 

compared to last year’s bumper harvest. 

However, FAO also notes that the expected 9.2 

million mt this year is slightly above the five-year 

average. 

 Due to limited funding, WFP has been running at 

45 percent of the overall plan. Over 195,000 

children and their families have been cut out of 

the school feeding programme since November 

2014; food distributions under the Maternal and 

Child Health and Nutrition component ended in 

June 2014; FFA activities have been reduced by 

50 percent and the cash-for-work pilot has been 
suspended. Unless new contributions are 

identified, programmes will continue to be 

implemented at the reduced level.  
 

 
 
 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

Cambodia has achieved remarkable economic growth 

over the last two decades, and the poverty rate has 

decreased from 47.8 percent in 2007 to 18.9 percent 

in 2012. The Government is committed to achieving 

lower middle income status by 2020. According to the 

World Bank, a significant portion of the population 

remains ‘near poor’ as they are still at high risk of 

falling back into poverty at the slightest shock.  

The 2014 Cambodia Demographic Health Survey 

found that undernutrition rates remain a public health 

concern, with 32 percent of children under 5 years of 

age stunted, 24 percent underweight, and 10 percent 

wasted. Micronutrient deficiencies are widespread. 

The maternal mortality ratio is 170 deaths per 

100,000 live births, while the under- 5 mortality rate 

is 35 per 1,000 live births, both significant 

improvements since the last such survey. Cambodia is 

highly vulnerable to natural disasters, with regular 

monsoon flooding in the Mekong and Tonle Sap basin 

and localised droughts in the plains. Rising inequality, 

landlessness and deterioration of common resources 

have eroded the coping capacity of food insecure 

people. Limited access for the poor to education and 

health services and low levels of investment in public 

infrastructure further perpetuate food insecurity and 

undernutrition. 

Contact info: Bushra Rahman (bushra.rahman@wfp.org) 

Country Director: Mr. GianPietro Bordignon 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/cambodia  

 

Chronic malnutrition: 32% of 

children between 6-59 months 

2015 Human Development Index: 

143 out of 188 

Income Level: Low 

Population: 15.6 million 
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